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I. 


KIDSGROVE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1940. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY: 

(a)  H.  P.  HARPUR,  M.D.,  B.Ch„  B.A.O., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Private  Address “Holmcroft,”  Alsager. 
(A  part-time  Official.) 

(b)  E.  STANSFIELD,  A.R.,  San.  I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

(also  Certified  Meat  & Food  Inspector) 

(A  whole-time  Official.) 

PUBLIC  VACCINATOR: 

Dr.  W.  A.  McDonald,  “Ivy  Cottage.”  Congleton  Road,  Talk©. 

DISTRICT  HEALTH  VISITORS  : (under  control  of  County  Council.) 

Nurse  L.  Moorcroft,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  (Kidsgrove  Ward.) 

Nurse  F.  Morley,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  (Talk©  Ward.) 

Nurse  C.  Waldron,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  (Newchapel  Ward.) 

DISTRICT  MIDWIVES:  (under  control  of  County  Council.) 

Nurse  B.  A.  Cottrell,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  (Newchapel  Ward.) 

Miss  E.  L,  Gray,  C.M.B.,  (Kidsgrove  Ward.) 

Miss  I.  Robertson,  C.M.B.,  (Talke  Ward.) 
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Urban  District  of  Kidsgroue. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  the  year  1940, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kidsgrove 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1940 

A,  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area:  4,095  Acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
(1940),  14,590.  (Comparability  Factor  1. 15) 

Number  of  houses  at  end  of  1940,  according  to  the  Rate 
Books  : 4,287.  (This  figure  includes  houses  which  are  still  existing 
although  Demolition  Orders  are  operative). 

Rateable  value  : ^49,545, 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : £180. 

The  Area  is  divided  into  three  Wards: 

The  Kidsgrove  Ward. 

The  Newchapel  Ward, 

The  Talke  Ward. 

The  district  is  mainly  a residential  district  for  the  surrounding 
industrial  areas  where  a large  proportion  of  the  workers  are  em- 
ployed in  the  coal  mining  or  pottery  industries. 

Unemployment  has  been  considerably  reduced  during  the  year. 
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The  following  statement  from  the  Employment  Exchange 
shows  the  extent  of  unemployment  in  the  area  : — 

Wholly  Temporarily 
Unemployed  Unemployed 


At 

end 

of  June: 

(Men  Age 

16-65) 

119 

4 

Women  ,, 

16—60 

120 

96 

At 

end 

of  Dec. 

Men  , , 

16—65 

196 

50 

Women  ,, 

16—60 

83 

163 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births : Total  233.  Males  109.  Females  124. 
Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  : 16.08. 


Stillbirths’-  Total  15.  Males  8.  Females  7. 


Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  stillbirths)  60.4. 

Illegitimate  Births  : Total  5.  Males  3.  Females  2. 


Deaths : Total  146.  Males  82. 

Ages  at  Death : 

Under  I year 

I to  10  years  ... 

10  , » 20  1 1 • • • 

20  ,,  3^  f) 

3°  >>  4o  „ .. 

4®  j>  5°  >> 

50  „ 60  „ ... 

60  „ 70  ,,  ... 

70  „ 80  ,,  ... 

Over  80 
Over  90 

Causes  of  Death  : 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Diseases  of  Heart 
Pemphigus  Neonatorum 
Anteris — Sclerosis 
Convulsions 
Cancer 

Diseases  of  Dungs 
Congenital  Defects 


Females  64. 


14 

4 

2 

6 

7 

11 

12 
38 
30 
21 

1 

Total  146 


1 

12 

35 

I 

14 

5 

18 

7 

3 
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Causes  of  Death  : 

Uraemia  ...  ...  7 

Senile  Decay  ...  ...  6 

Diseases  of  Kidney  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  4 

Lobar  and  Bronchial  Pneumonia  7 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  4 

Suicide  ...  ...  1 

Hodgkin’s  Disease  ...  I 

Cerebral  Tumour...  ...  2 

Diseases  of  Stomach  . I 

Hirchsprung’s  Disease  ...  I 

Infantile  Jaundice  ...  1 

Pernicious  Anaemia  ...  I 

Colitis  ...  ...  1 

Accidents  ..  ...  3 

Carbuncle  ...  ...  I 

Puerpural  causes  ...  I 

Spastic  Paraplegia  ...  I 

Spleneatoney  ...  ...  I 

Marasmus  ...  ...  I 

Cavernous  Sinus  Thrombosis  ...  I 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  I 


146 

This  total  includes  the  following  transferable  deaths  from 
outside  the  area  : Total  26.  Males  14  Females  12. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  : 10.07. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes : I. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  I year:  Total  14. 

Males  8.  Females  6. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  per  1000  births:  16.08. 

Deaths  from  Measles : 0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough:  0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhorea  (under  two  years  of  age)  : 0. 

There  has  been  no  specially  noteworthy  cause  of  sickness 
during  the  year,  (except  an  epidemic  of  influenza  duiing  the  early 
Spring)  and  no  special  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment 
which  appears  to  have  had  a prejudical  effect  on  health. 
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B General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority : (See  page  I.) 

2.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities : Laboratory  arrangements  for 
the  examination,  of  spurum,  swabs,  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs 
are  undertaken  by  the  County  Laboratory  at  Stafford. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities, : For  infectious  cases,  a motor 
ambulance  is  kept  at  Bradwell  Isolation  Hospital,  and  can  be 
summoned  by  telephone,  (Chesterton  68061). 

A Motor  Ambulance  maintained  by  the  Kidsgrove  Home 
Service  Ambulance  Committee,  is  available  at  the  Town  Hall 
for  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents.  It  is  large  enough  for 
three  stretchers  or  for  two  stretchers  and  five  sitting  cases. 

3 Nursing  in  the  Home : There  is  a local  Nursing  Associ- 
ation affiliated  with  the  County  Association,  which  is  supported 
by  voluntary  subsci  iptions. 

The  three  Health  Visitors  reside  and  work  in  the  area,  one 
in  each  Ward. 

They  look  after  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants 
and  take  on  the  supervision  of  any  case  under  these  heads  or  any 
special  case  when  required  to  do  so  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

4.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres’.  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  are  he  Id  at  Kidsgrove,  Harriseahead  and  Talke. 

These  Clinics  are  managed  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  of 
the  County  Council.  Sc  100I  Clinics  are  held  regularly  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer  of  the  Countv  Council. 

There  is  a Tuberculos  Dispensary  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

There  is  a voluntary  Nursing  School  at  Wesley  Street, 
Kidsgrove,  which  was  taken  over  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
Education  Committee  on  the  1st  April,  1939  It  has  accommodation 
for  40  children  and  is  usually  attended  to  full  capacity. 

Venereal  cases  can  obtain  treatment  at  the  Notth  Staffs  Royal 
Infirmary,  or  at  the  Clinic  of  the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent. 

There  are  no  Artificial  Light  Clinics. 

5.  Hospitals— Fever : Infectious  cases  are  sent  to  Bradwell 
Isolation  Hospital  (or  the  Newcastle  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
by  arrangement  with  Bradwell).  Smallpox : Smallpox  cases  may 
be  sent  to  Bagnall  Fever  Hospital  (North  Staffs  Joint  Hospital  Board). 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Bradwell 
Isolation  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis:  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  provided  with 

sanatorium  facilities  by  the  joint  Committee  of  the  County  Council, 
Wolverhampton,  and  Dudley  County  Boroughs. 

Maternity.  There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  for  the  district. 
Where  admission  to  a hospital  is  imperative,  patients  will  be  received 
by  the  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary,  or  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Institutions  at  Newcastle  or  Keele  Road. 

The  County  Council  have  arrangements  with  the  Mrs.  Legge 
Memorial  Home,  Wolverhampton,  for  dealing  with  unmarried 
prospective  mothers  who  can  be  received  there  for  their  confinement. 

Children  : The  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary. 

Orthopaedic  : The  Cripples’  Hospital,  Hartshill,  or  the  above. 

The  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary  is  available  for  all  forms  of 
treatment,  medical  and  surgical.  It  is  contributed  to  by  voluntary 
contributions  from  the  area. 

None  of  these  hospitals  are  situated  within  the  area. 

C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I.  Water : The  Kidsgrove  Ward  is  supplied  by  the  Staffordshire 
Potteries  Water  Board.  The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  the  supply 
js  fully  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  Newchapel  Ward. — The  water  supply  here  is  augmented 
by  connecting  up  to  the  mains  of  the  Biddulph  U.D.C.  and  obtaining 
water  in  bulk  from  that  Authority.  The  water  from  this  source 
supplies  Long  Lane,  Stadmoreslow,  Newchapel  and  Whitehill.  The 
remaining  parts  of  the  Ward  are  supplied  by  the  Council’s  own  Water 
Works  at  Mow  Cop.  This  water  is  obtained  from  wells  100  ft.  deep 
and  is  pumped  into  a service  reservoir  high  up  on  Mow  G p.  The 
average  daily  yield  duiing  the  year  was  23  oOO  gallons,  and  the 
average  daily  consumption  was  13!  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

The  Talke  Ward. — The  water  for  public  supply  is  purchased  in 
bulk  from  the  Newcastle  R,D  C.,  and  is  satisfactoiy  both  in  quantity 
and  quality.  A constant  supply  is  maintained  thiougheut  the  district. 
The  average  daily  consumption  is  II  gallons  per  head  of  the  pop- 
ulation. 


The  following  are  the  results  of  analyses  of  samples  taken 
during  the  year. 


Chemical  Analyses. 

Mow  Cop  Supply 

Talke  Supply. 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at  212  F. 

24.OO 

33  00 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Nil 

0.0010 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

O.29 

0.32 

Chlorine 

2.0 

1.9 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs  at  80  F. 

Nil 

0.006 

Chemical  Analysis. 

Mow  Cop  Supply 

Talke  Supply. 

Appearance 

Clear 

Clear 

Injurious  Metallic  Contamination 

None 

None 

Ph  Value 

7-2 

7-2 

Hardness  before  boiling 

7.00 

23.22 

Hatdness  after  boiling 

2.46 

742 

Temporary  hardness 

4-54 

15.80 

Bacteriological  Analysis  : 

Both  samples  were  reported  as  showing  no  bacteriological 
evidence  of  recent  sewage  pollution. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams : The  condition  of  these  is  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Cou  ity  Council.  No  action  in  regard  to 
them  was  taken  by  the  Urban  Council. 

3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage : Practically  the  whole  of  the 
district  is  provided  with  sewers,  the  sewage  being  conveyed  to 
the  Rookery  or  Red  Bull  Sewage  Works. 


Rookery  Sewage  Works. — This  works  which  receives  sew- 
age from  the  Newchapel  Ward,  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Red  Bull  Sewage  Works. — This  works,  which  receives 
sewage  from  the  Kidsgrove  and  Talke  Wards,  is  overloaded,  and 
a recent  sample  of  effluent  has  proved  unsatisfactory.  The  County 
Analyst’s  remarks  on  the  sample  were  as  follows : —“This  effluent 
must  be  classed  as  decidedly  unsatisfactory  by  reason  of 
the  presence  of  an  excessive  amount  of  suspended  matter. 
Nitirification  is  well  advanced  and  this  doubtless  accounts  for  the 
fact  that  the  effluent  is  stable  on  incubation.” 


The  scheme  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  connection 
with  the  Sewerage  and  Outfall  Works  has  been  held  up  so  far  as 
extension  to  the  disposal  works  was  concerned,  primarily  on  account 
of  the  Ministry’s  requirement  that  Atmospheric  Sludge  Digestion 
should  be  introduced  and  further  as  a result  of  prevailing  war 
conditions.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  effluent  by  con- 
verting a storm  water  tank,  which  has  been  out  of  commission  for 
some  time,  into  an  additional  settling  tank. 

Septic  Tanks  & Filters  & Cesspools.  There  are  a number 
of  these  throughout  the  district,  the  majority  of  which  are  in 
connection  with  private  drainage  systems. 

The  Council  has  never  undertaken  the  emptying  of  cesspools, 
etc.,  and  this  work  remains  the  responsibility  of  owners  or  occupiers. 
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4'  Public  Cleansing : 

Ash  Collecting.— All  the  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council’s 
workmen  under  a system  of  direct  labour.  The  refuse  is  noimallv 
collected  each  week  throughout  the  district,  but  the  process  of 
salvage  has  necessitated  some  adjudstment  of  collection  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  ashes  are  collected  once  each  fortnight. 
A covered  motor  vehicle  is  used  for  the  Kidsgrove  ai  d Talke  W aids, 
and  an  open  lorry  for  the  Newchapel  Ward.  Sanitary  bins  are  in 
general  use  and  there  are  no  ashpits. 

Trade  refuse  from  fish  dealers  is  removed  in  specially  provided 
containers  and  is  taken  to  the  fish  and  bone-meal  works  in  the  City 
of  Stoke-on-Trent. 

The  refuse  from  Kidsgrove  and  Talke  Wards  is  taken  to  a 
controlled  tip  at  Talke  Hurst,  Butt  Lane,  which  is  outside  the 
district.  Refuse  from  the  Newchapel  Ward  is  taken  to  a controlled 
tip  at  the  Rookery  (adjoining  the  sewage  works). 

Salvaging : A scheme  was  introduced  early  in  the  3 ear  for 
the  salvaging  of  refuse  under  the  joint  control  of  the  Surveyor, 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Treasurer. 

The  scheme  has  been  developed  and  improved  upon  since  it 
was  first  inaugurated  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  process  of 
collection  was  still  experimental,  with  the  idea  of  evolving  a system 
combining  the  two  qualities  of  efficiency  and  economy. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  method  of  salvaging  as 
carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Collection. — All  salvaged  articles  or  materials,  apart  from 
tins,  are  collected  separately,  the  refuse  vehicles  being  utilised  for 
its  collection.  The  scavengers  are  engaged  on  the  collection  of 
refuse  for  two  days,  and  the  same  properties  are  then  visited  for  the 
collection  of  salvage.  Special  journeys  are  made  when  tluse  are 
justified. 

Sorting  and  Bailing,  (a)  At  the  Salvage  Depot : 

Part  of  the  Market  Hall  has  been  utilised  for  a Salvage  Depot 
and  here  the  whole  of  the  salvaged  material  is  collected.  riwo  men 
are  employed  in  this  depot,  and  this  is  the  only  additional  labour 
employed  for  salvage. 

Bones  are  stored  in  covered  metal  receptacles  pending  removal. 

Bottles  are  separated  and  graded  and  stored  to  the  best  advantage 

Paper  (including  cardboard)  is  baled  and  stored. 

Rags  are  also  baled  and  stored. 

Metals,  etc.,  these  are  stored  in  bulk  until  a marketable  quan- 
tity is  obtained. 

( b ) At  the  Tips.  — All  tins  and  other  articles  which  might  be 
collected  with  the  household  ashes  are  sorted  out  at  the  controlled 
tip,  and  stored  in  bulk  in  the  open. 
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( 3 ) Disposal. — Tins  are  collected  in  bulk  by  the  Stoke-on-Trent 
Corporation  as  often  as  may  be  necessary.  All  other  articles  or 
materials  are  disposed  of  as  a sufficient  quantity  becomes  available. 

The  following  amounts  of  salvaged  goods  have  been  sold 


during  the  year: 

Tons. 

Cwts.  Qts. 

Tins 

i • • • • • 

62 

18 

Paper 

• • • . . 

Krx 

00 

7 2 

Rags 

. . « • • • 

4 

0 2 

Bones 

... 

1 

3 1 

Lump  Metal 

... 

19 

11  1 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a large  quautity  of  glass  bottles  have 

been  sold. 

Nightsoil. — In  the  Talke  Ward  two  men  are  employed  an 
average  of  days  a week  in  the  removal  of  nightsoil.  Two  men 
are  also  employed  part  of  the  week  for  this  work  in  the  Newchapel 
and  Kidsgrove  Wards,  where  most  of  the  closets  are  so  situated  as  to 
be  impracticable  to  connect  to  the  Council’s  sewers. 

The  sewage  so  collected  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  in  conveni- 
ently situated  manholes  on  the  line  of  the  sewer,  or  by  depositing  at 
the  sewage  works. 

5.  Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  4,287  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict, 492  have  fixed  earthenware  receptacles,  191  are  provided  with 
privies,  and  34  with  moveable  receptacles.  The  remaining  3570 
houses  have  fresh-water  or  waste-water  closets. 

The  following  are  details  of  closets  other  than  W.C.’s  and 
waste-water  closets. 


Fixed  Earthen-  Moveable 

ware  Receptacles  Privies  Receptacles 


Talke  Ward: — 

Houses  (including  farms 

and  Inns)  321 

Factories,  schools,  etc.  4 

Additional  closets  at  houses, 

Inns  and  farms  4 

Kidsgrove  Ward  : — 

Houses  ..  ...  17 

Factory  ...  ...  — 


154  l 

12 

7 

— I 

4 
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Fixed  Earthen-  Moveable 

ware  Receptacles  Privies  Receptacles 


Newchapel  Ward  : — 

Houses  (including  farms 

and  Inns)  154  37  32 

Factories,  schools,  etc.  7 23 

Additional  closets  at  houses, 

Inns  and  farms  I — 4 


508  216  41 


Note. — The  above  figures  include  houses  011  which  Demolition 
Orders  are  operative  and  which  are  not  totally  demolished, 
(corrections  have/ been  made  for  errors  in  the  1 939  report.) 

6.  Factories. — Total  number  of  woik  places,  factories,  etc.  : 


Builders  ...  ...  7 

Joiners  ...  ...  4 

Plumbers  ...  ...  7 

Electricians  ...  ...  3 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  2 

Bakers  ..  ...  6 

Fustian  Works  ...  2 

Shoemakers  or  Shoe  Kepairers  9 
Quarry  Works  ...  2 

Concrete  Flag  W'orks  ...  2 

Chemical  Bi-product  ..  I 

Gas  Works  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Repairers  ...  4 


A few  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  but  no 
formal  action  has  been  taken. 


7.  Shops. — A few  inspections  have  been  carried  out  under  the 
Shops  Act  dnring  the  year,  and  action  taken  under  the  Shops  Act  of 
1934. 

8.  Schools. — With  one  exception  all  the  public  elementary 
schools  in  the  district  have  an  adequate  range  of  latrines  and 
water  closets,  also  a sufficient  and  satisfactory  water  supply. 

9.  Swimming  Baths. — There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned 
Swimming  baths  in  the  district. 

10.  Disinfestation , etc. — Premises  liBve  been  treated  for  the 
eradication  of  bed  bugs,  etc.  The  nuisance  from  cricket  infesta- 
tion at  the  Talke  Hurst  Tip  has  now  been  abated. 
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D.  Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

61  Houses;  no  bungalows.  Total  61, 

(6  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  remainder  were  built  by  the  Council  ; 45  at  Talke  Pits 
and  10  at  Harriseahead). 

I — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Honses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Housing  Acts  ..  ..  40 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  118 

(‘2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  21 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose..  00 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  (Individual  unfit)  t.  ..  19 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi 
tation  • • . . ..  ..  . . 

II  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
cousequenoe  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity or  their  Officers  ..  ..  ..  2 

III— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  & 18,  of  the  Honsing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ..  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 192 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  informal  Notices  ..  151 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . 6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  (partly)  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  dem- 

olition Orders  were  made  . . ..  48 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  Orders  ..  ..  ..  7 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  o!  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined. the  tenement  or  room  having  been  render- 
ed tit  . . . . . . . Nil 

IV.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding:— 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  vear^  Pievious  f'g- 

' ' ' ~ ure  assumed 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..  I- from  Survey 

A.  No  accu- 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . j rate  figure. 

(b)  Number  of  new  case3  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . . ..  ..  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ..  ..  ..  3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  snch  cases  ..  18 

E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(а)  Milk  Supply. — The  purity  of  the  milk  produced  within  the 
area  or  brought  for  sale  has  been  satisfactory  as  have  also  the 
arrangements  for  its  distribution.  Inspections  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  improvements  are  in  progiess 
at  farm  and  dairy  premises. 

One  Dealer’s  Incense  was  issued  during  the  year  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  authorising  the  use  of  the 
term  Tuberculin  Tested  ” in  relation  to  milk  which  the  dealer 
receives  already  bottled. 

(б)  Meat  and  other  Foods. — 

No  slaughtering  has  taken  place  during  the  year  at  any  of  the 
eight  private  slaughter-houses  within  the  district,  the  local  butchers 
being  supplied  from  the  distributing  centre  at  Tunstall. 

A detailed  report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  on  the  condition 
of  the  eight  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  but  no  action 
was  taken  on  account  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  not  being  used. 

(c)  Advlteraiion, — 

Samples  of  Milk  and  other  foods  are  taken  by  Inspectors  of 
the  County  Council  for  Chemical  or  Bacterialogical  Examination  by 
the  County  Analyst  at  Stafford 


F.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

There  were  126  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  (inclu- 
ding Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


These  were  distributed  as  follows  : 


Kidsgrove 

Ward 

Newchapel 

Ward 

Talke 

Ward 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

4 

5 

26 

Diphtheria  . . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

7 

7 

4 

18 

Tuberculosis  (Non  Pulmonary) 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

6 

7 

1 

14 

Erysipelas 

5 

3 

3 

11 

Puerperal  Pryexia 

1 

— 

l 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Measles 

5 

3 

37 

45 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Antereis  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cercbro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Grand  Total,  126 

Five  of  these  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  transfers 

from  other  areas. 

All  cases,  except  two  of  Scarlet  Fever,  were  removed  to 
Bradwell  Sanatorium.  The  cases  of  Diptheria  were  also  removed  to 
this  Sanotorium  or  to  the  Newcestle  I.D.  Hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1940  : 

New  Cases  - 9 Deaths  - 5 


Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 1 

... 

... 

• . 

« • « 

1-5 

• « • 

• ». 

• • • 

I 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

5-15 

I 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

15—25 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

25—35 

▼ 

▲ 

4 

• • • 

. • • 

I 

• •• 

35—45 

... 

2 

... 

... 

I 

. . . 

... 

... 

45—55 

1 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

• • ■ 

I 

. .. 

... 

55—65 

i 

... 

2 

65  & upwards 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

3 

11 

I 

H I 

3 

2 

... 

. • • 

There  were  5 Pulmonary  Transfers  from  other  areas  during 
the  year.  (4  females  and  1 male). 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Organisms 
of  the  Typhoid  Group. 

Steps  are  being  taken  in  accordance  with  Circular  2230  dated 
7th  September,  from  the  Minister  of  Health,  to  provide  facilities 
for  the  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  certain  adults  against 
Typhoid.  These  measures  are  purely  voluntary  and  the  oonsent  of 
parents  or  individuals  must  be  obtained  before  the  process  is  carried 
out. 

There  were  only  4 cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district  during 
the  year.  Swabs  were  taken  of  contacts  in  certain  cases,  and  one 
person  was  isolated  as  a result  of  the  swab  proving  positive. 

Swabs  have  been  taken  when  occasion  has  arisen  from  un- 
healthy throats  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  The  pathological 
findings  of  these  swabs  are  at  once  reported,  so  that  immediate 
steps  may  be  taken  to  investigate  the  circumstances  and  isolate 
possible  cases. 

A serum  syringe  and  diphtheria  anti-toxin  are  provided  and 
kept  at  the  Police  Station,  Kidsgrove.  for  the  emergency  use  of 
practitioners, 

The  prevalence  of  Cancer  is  not  abnormal. 

Number  of  deaths  from  it:  Males  11.  Females  7.  Total  18. 

Hospital  Accommodation  has  been  quite  sufficient  for  the 
infectious  cases  from  the  area. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  which  have  been  ex- 
posed to  infection  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  when 
required  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1925,  or  nnder  Section  176,  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1939,  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness,  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering 
from  injury  to  the  eyes. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberrulosis)  Regulations  1925  ; (relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Saction  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925.  or  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to 
Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.) 

I am,  yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  P.  HARPUR,  MD„ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kidsgrove 
Urban  District  Council. 


Mr-  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1940. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. — A portion  of  my  time  has  been  devoted 
to  my  duties  as  Officer  in  charge  of  Decontamination. 

Two  Squads  of  Council  Workmen  were,  until  the  latter  part 
of  the  year,  under  my  control,  and  required  instruction  in  decon- 
tamination of  road  surfaces  and  other  open  spaces,  vehicles,  inter- 
ior of  buildings,  etc. 

The  decontamination  personnel  have  now  been  merged  with  the 
members  of  the  Rescue-Demolition  parties  so  as  to  form  a number 
of  squads  who  will  be  available  for  performing  either  class  of  work. 

During  the  year  I attended  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  School 
at  Falfield,  and  qualified  as  a first  class  instructor,  I have  made 
use  of  the  knowledge  derived  from  taking  this  course,  in  the  train- 
ing of  the  Rescue,  Demolition,  and  Decontamination  personnel. 

COMPLAINTS. — 67  Complaints  have  been  received  and  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 


INSPECTIONS,  Etc. — The  following  is  a list  of  inspections 
and  re-inspections  carried  out: — 


Primary  Remediable  Re-in  Defects 
Inspections  Defects  spections  Remedied 


Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

Overcrowding 

Water  Supply 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds.. 

Schools 

Ashes  accommodation 
Accumulations 
Animals  or  Birds 
Yards,  Courts,  etc. 


27 

188 


129 


4 

3 

1 


7 

0 

7 


102  181 


57  71 


3 5 

0 0 

2 0 


5 8 

0 0 

3 3 


5 


84 

2 


61 


3 

0 


Primary  Remediable  Re-in  Defects 
Inspections  Defects  spections  Remedied. 


Piggeries 

• • 

0 

0 

0 

Drainage  Inspections.. 

* » 

91 

70 

191 

47 

(including  closet  conversions) 

Drainage  Tests 

• • 

19 

6 

(excluding  conversions) 

Water-closets  & Slop-closets 

• » 

10 

10 

29 

7 

Pail-closets  or  Privies 

• « 

19 

3 

73 

6 

Urinals  .. 

» • 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Sewers  & Street  Gullies 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cowsheds 

• « 

5 

3 

2 

Milkshops  & Diaries 

• * 

8 

12 

4 

Premises  for  meat  inspection 

• • 

8 

Food  preparing  premises 

* • 

23 

53 

10 

15 

General  Food  premises 

• • 

9 

Factories  .. 

• « 

5 

11 

3 

Bakehouses  (with  mechanical  power) 

1 

Bakehouses  (without  ,. 

- ) 

Shops 

• » 

7 

2 

Rats  Mice  Acts 

• • 

2 

2 

Vermiuous  Premises.. 

• • 

5 

3 

8 

3 

Infectious  Diseases  .. 

• • 

43 

22 

Houses  under  Sec.  9 Housing  . 

Act 

21 

18 

9 

8 

Houses  under  Sec.  11  Housing 

Act 

19 

69 

Houses  under  Sec.  25  Housing  Act 

Houses  (other  visits) 

• • 

4 

107 

Smoke  observations 

• • 

Cleansing  & Salvaging 

• • 

34 

Miscellaneous  visits  .. 

• • 

25 

721 

359 

809 

238 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS.— 

The  following  table  records  some  of  the  major  sanitary 
improvements  effected  during  the  year  ending  31st  December: 


Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ..  ..  0 

Privies  or  pails  converted  to  modern  W.C.’s  ..  40 

Slop  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  with  fresh  water  flush  0 

Mechanical  flushing  facilities  provided  to  closets  ..  0 

Defective  W.C.’s  remedied  ..  ..  ..  0 

New  drainage  provided  (apart  from  closet  conversions)  13 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS.— 


Cesspools  abolished  ..  . . ..  0 

Drains  trapped  or  ventilated  ..  ..  0 

Obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ..  ..  21 

Drains  tested  (apart  from  closet  conversions)  ..  19 

Insanitary  W.C.’s,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  ..  6 

Cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  (by  re-housing)  3 

Aehbins  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  87 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ..  ..  0 

Polluted  wells  disused  for  domestic  purposes  ..  0 

Number  of  houses  with  contanimated  or  deficient 

water  supplies  dealt  with  ..  One  in  progress 
Verminous  houses  dealt  with  ..  ..  3 


HOUSING.— (General) 

I beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  generally  bad  housing  con- 
ditions prevailing  throughout  the  district. 

Very  soon  after  my  appointment  it  became  apparent  to  me 
that  I should  serve  the  district  most  usefully  by  paying  particular 
attention  to  housing  conditions,  but  pressure  of  other  essential  work, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  I have  no  assistance  ('apart  from  the  part- 
time  service  of  the  shorthand  typist^)  made  it  impossible  to  concen- 
trate on  this  work. 


As  soon  as  hostilities  cease  I suggest  that  attention  is  focused 
on  the  housing  conditions  of  the  area. 

The  following  areas  contain  houses  which  call  for  urgent  atten- 
tion by  Clearance  Area  action. 

Parts  of  Liverpool  Road,  Kidsgrove,  including  Long  Row  and 
Ravelnscliffe  Road. 

Ravenscliffe  Cottages. 

Acres  Nook. 

Old  Whitehill, 

Kinnersley  Street.  Chapel  Road,  Chapel  Street  and  surrounding 
properties. 

Parts  of  Attwood  Street  and  properties  at  the  rear. 

Other  areas  in  each  Ward  call  for  early  attention,  particularly 
small  blocks  of  very  old  properties  scattered  throughout  the  New- 
obapel  Ward. 


RE-HOUSING. 


55  Houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  45  on  the 
Talke  Pits  Estate,  and  10  at  Harriseahead  Lane. 

The  original  schemes  were  for  the  construction  of  136  bouses 
at  Talke  Pits  and  20  houses  at  Harriseahead  Lane  as  follows: — 

Talke  Pits — 38  two  bedroom  type  houses. 

92  three  ,,  ,, 

6 four  ,,  ,. 

Harriseahead — 20  three  bedroom  type  houses. 

Owing  to  the  war.  the  following  80  houses  only  have  been 
completed  : — 

Talke  Pits — 24  tw'O  bedroom  type  houses, 

44  three  ,; 

2 four  ,, 

Harriseahead — 10  three  bedroom  type  houses. 

47  of  the  houses  completed  during  the  year  have  been  occ- 
upied by  families  from  houses  which  had  been  dealt  with  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  and  3 others  have  been  occu- 
pied by  families  from  overcrowded  houses. 

The  remaining  3 houses  (3  at  Harriseahead  and  2 at  Talke  PitsJ 
were  let  to  applicants  for  houses,  regard  being  given  to  cases  of  moral 
overcrowding,  and  cases  where  occupants  were  suffering  frcm  ill-health , 
as  no  cases  of  legal  overcrowding  were  available  where  the  families 
could  be  re-housed  in  accordance  with  Section  136  of  the  Housing  Act. 

OVERCROWDING. 

No  accurate  figures  are  available  as  to  the  extent  of  oreicrewd- 
ing  in  the  district,  as  the  houses  have  never  been  measured  for  this 
purpose.  The  only  figures  available  are  those  which  were  ascertained 
following  Survey  “A”  under  the  Housing  Act  1935.  and  those  found 
consequent  upon  rough  surveys  carried  out  for  the  purjoee  of  finding 
overcrowded  families  for  re-housing, 

A rough  survey  of  the  Newchapel  Ward  has  been  made  during 
the  year  with  a view  to  re-housing  at  Harriseahead  Lane.  Propeitien 
which  were  listed  as  likely  to  have  been  overcrowded  to  Survey  “A” 
have  been  visited,  together  with  a number  of  other  houses  where 
applications  were  made.  It  W'as  found  that  a large  pioporticn  of  the 
overcrowding  has  been  abated  by  voluntary  transference  of  the  tenants. 
The  majority  of  the  overcrowding  demanded  houses  of  4 or  more 
bedrooms  for  re-housing  according  to  the  standards  laid  down  by 
Section  136  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Nine  persons  were  offered 
houses,  but  only  two  families  were  re-housed. 

A number  of  houses  w'ere  found  to  be  overcrowded  accoiding  to 
sleeping  arrangements,  particularly  in  houses  with  two  living  rcoms 
and  two  bedrooms,  but  were  not  in  excess  of  the  "permitted  numbers.” 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Occasional  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  has  been  carried 
oat  at  the  shops.  65  lbs  of  meat  was  surrendered  during  the  year  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Inspection  of  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  on  farm  premises 
has  been  carried  out.  8 pigs  have  been  examined  and  all  were  found 
to  be  fit  for  human  consumption. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

a.  Samples  of  Foods  and  Drugs  are  taken  by  the  Inspectors 
of  the  County  Council, 

b.  Seven  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for 
slaughter  house  licenses.  All  the  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict were  inspected  and  a detailed  report  on  each  of  these  8 slaughter 
houses  made.  No  licenses  were  issued,  however,  in  view  of  the 
slaughter  houses  being  out  of  commission. 

c.  Registration  of  Premises  under  Section  14 

of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act. 

11  premises  have  been  registered  during  the  year, 


For  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted  meat,  brawn,  etc.  Eight 
applications  were  received  for  registration,  Six  of  these  were  regis- 
tered including  four  premises  where  works  were  carried  out  to 
render  the  premises  suitable  for  the  particular  purpose,  In  the  case 
of  the  other  two  applications,  it  was  decided  that  “the  applications 
be  granted  subject  to  the  applicants  undertaking  to  provide  suitable 
accommodation  for  the  preparation  of  the  foodstuffs  referred  to  in 
their  application,  when  circumstances  permit.” 


For  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  (or  either)  of  Ice  Cream, 
Eight  applications  were  received  and  of  these  five  were  registered. 
In  the  case  of  the  other  three  a similar  resolution  to  the  above  was 
adopted, 

For  Fish-frying.  Nine  applications  were  received  in  connection 
with  which  resolution  was  adopted  that  “the  applications  be  granted 
subject  to  the  applicants  undertaking  to  carry  out  the  work  and  con- 
ditions mentioned  in  the  Inspector’s  Report,  wheu  circumstances 
permit.” 

MILK  ANI)  DAIRIES. 

A number  of  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  alterations 
are  proceeding  at  one  dairy  farm  so  as  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Order  1026, 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Three  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination,  two  of  these  being  in  connection  with  the 
Council’s  water  supplies.  The  other  sample  proved  the  supply  to  be 
unfit  and  steps  are  beihg  taken  to  provide  a pure  and  wholesome 
supply, 

SHOPS  ACTS. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  control  of  hours  of 
employment,  closing,  etc.  Inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  a 
number  of  shops  and  defects  found  under  the  Shops  Act  1934. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  & MICE. 

Complaints  of  infestation  with  rats  and  mice  are  passed  on 
to  the  County  Bat  Catcher  as  the  County  Council  are  the  authority 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Bats  and  Mice  Destiuct- 
ion  Act. 

Every  assistance  is  given  to  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises 
where  such  is  required  and  when  the  infestation  is  of  a minor  degree. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  4 cases  of  Diphtheria  have 
occured  during  the  year.  In  every  case  fumigation  of  the  prem- 
ises has  been  carried  out  by  myself,  Disenfectant  was  supplied  in 
each  case  and  instructions  given  as  to  precautions  necessary  to  pre- 
vent spread  of  infection. 

DISINFESTATION. 

Three  houses  have  been  treated  for  the  eradication  of  bugs 
or  bettles,  and  the  Talkhurst  Befuse  Tip  has  been  treated  for  erad- 
ication of  crickets.  The  tip  is  now  free  from  this  infestation, 

ASHES  ACCOMMODATION. 

A number  of  informal  notices  have  been  served  where  it  has 

been  found  that  no  proper  ashes  accommodation  or  defective  ashbins 

existed.  87  new  ashbins  have  been  provided  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  such  notices. 

CLOSET  CONVERSIONS. 

Time  has  been  spent  on  supervision  of  work  arising  out  of 

the  voluntary  conversion  of  privies  and  closets  of  the  fixed  earth- 

anware  receptacle  type,  There  has  been  40  conversions  in  the  Talke 
Ward  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 

EDWAliD  STANSFIELD, 


Sanitary  Inspector, 


